
You Arc \_,\r\‘l\i|\g for IN‘-‘\n“‘“",n U" ||‘.m._‘, ||mmhUn Wm“. wh” ynu Iwlwu, "my

hay" ha“ hm“ "I (U 'l'yronc. lle was horn nhnul IH47 and he IH;lfT1Cll l.‘§;|l)t.'ll$I

M‘"\T<‘llh- Y0" |\~I\’c carried out some initial research onlinc and found information in

ms‘ I901 I-ml I911 census as well as references to births, deaths and marriages on the

familysearch wcbsilr: Your objective is to nd more information on Henry Hamilton

\\'ood and his family and to go back a Further generation.

From your recent consultation \vith our Research Officer and the work you have

already undertaken you will appreciate that searching for Ulster ancestors is not

without its difculties. Civil registration of all births, deaths and marriages did not

commence in Ireland until 1864. Non-Catholic marriages are registered from 1 April

1845. Before these dates one is largely dependent on local parish registers for

information relating to family history. However, the survival of church records can

vary greatly from parish to parish. There are no complete census records for Ireland

prior to I901. Earlier census records were almost completely destroyed, either

accidentally or deliberately.

Over recent years a number of valuable sources of information have become available

online. Thee Gmall Regkner Oce Northern Ireland (GRO) \vhi¢h

holds 8 in the six counties of Northern

[mhnd i I i hold: Qw Of non-Catholic marriages from 1
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l ml“ '7 ll‘-l“‘»‘ \* “ll “ml \ lull *ml<\ hr than n<*|ml\ In": Hllk‘ l“lI\‘ll“l' ‘nth

X ‘ “ l “"| ‘ l “F” l"‘l*~l. |l\.ll'l'\.lL'L$ {nun 194711 llllll \l¢.1ll1:= llrm 137)“

\\ * l‘\*I“‘- l‘\ >\_\rclm1gl1§gp<: §‘]\'1l§5‘§u[;l<_1r\$l1§'g'I15'}lgW§Q‘.l3‘ lbrxlu-1n;1rril1gc nfllmry

ll-\m1lI~~1‘= \\ mud and lsnb;-ll.1 .\lm1tc1th. Thcy \\'urc rnarricd in Nu\vt0\\'ns[c\vnrt

l‘rusl\ytcn.1n LIhurch_ l’.1ri.<h of l\rd_<tm\\', (In Tyrone on Z4 l\I.1rch 1874 - see copy in

Appcndbc 1. l lcnry ll \\'00d \\’.1s full age and (1 bnchulor. llc was :1 merchant living in

(jlstlcdurg and hxs father \\‘;1s llcnry \\ 00d_ :1 lnnur. lsabclln \\'.1s also full ngc and :1

spn1_<tcr' $l‘lc \\'.1.< l1\'ln3.{ 1n Xc\\'tu\\'ns[c\\‘;1rt and hcr ltllcr \\‘.1s l\ndrc\\' l\lunt<:ith, ;x

1c!'Cl1.1[.

\\'u xhun searched for childrun of Henry and Isabella and found the following births

(copies in Appendix 1):

i. William John Watson Woods born 22 _]unc 1875 in (Iasrlcdcrg. His Father

Henry Hamilton \Y/oods was shown as :1 drapcr.

V" ii. Henry Irvine Wood bom 12 _]uly 1877 in Castlcdcrg. llis fathcr was llcnry

Hamilton Wood and this Iimc he was shown as :1 merchant.

\/iii. Sarah Elizabeth Wood born 21 May 1879 in (Iasrlcdcrg. llcr f:1r.hcr was

recorded as Henry Hamilton Wood a dmper.



l"ll“ll‘ \l~".*Y-ml \\7\<~\l nu.‘ Munmrh dwd nn 23 ()cmhcr I881 m (f;1stlc\lw’Q ' Copy

in APP°"di\ ll 5?‘-\ \\ 1* 3:‘ _\\~1r> old and u nu-rchnnfs wvlra llc-r c.IlI-“L <>l_\lC¢"l‘ “""<

‘"‘".L"-‘*\~\r\ ~»1 l~|.\u\ \\l1u‘l\ ‘=lu ll.l\l my IH l1<>ur.<. ll;-r lm.<lmm| llcnry ll \Vuud \\Hl$

]‘r-uni n ht-r tlmtlw.

ll““T ll"m‘ll\"1 \\\»ml r<'m.1rru.~d two years later on 22 November 188.’: — COPY of

m3“'iag¢ \’¢C0\'(l in Appendix 1. llcnry was sh<>\vn as a wido\vcr and 1: merchant

l“"l3l "1 lilllcdcrg, lhs httlacr \\'as l lcrtry \‘V0od a farmer. Saralm lluntcr \vas a spitcf

of full age living in (Iastlcdcrg. Ilur occupation was loft blank. Hcr father was \‘(/illiam

llumcr .1 farmer. They were married Ln the Church of Ireland Parish Of

Tcrrnonamongnn, C0 Tvronct

\‘('c then searched for the birth of children of Henry Hamilton \X/ood and Sarah

Hunter. \Vc found the following (see copies in Appendix 1):

i. William John Wood born in Castlcdcrg on 18 $cptcmbcr 1884. I Iis Father was

Henry Hamilton Wood, a merchant in Castlcdcrg.

vii. Ernest Hamilton Wood born in Casrlcdcrg on 4 May 1886. His father was

Henry Hamilton Wood, a merchant in Castlederg.

\/ii. Francis Balfour Wood born on 8 Dcccmbcr 1887 in Castlcdcrg. llis fathcr

was Henry H \X/ood, a merchant in Castledcrgi

\/iv. Beatrice Maud Wood bom 8_]anun.ry 1891 in Castlcscssagh. (Castlcscssagh is

11 rnulnlnnrl in I-he rivil mréqh nFllrn|1\1 (‘n T“.-,m..\ 11.... c..\_.._ I v . . .
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W7 Alba‘ Ed‘“"'d W005 born D Fcbnmrv I892 in (listlesessiigli. His FIIUWY

lIcnr_\ H \\'n-\d \\.1_< .\ niumlmm

II - * ‘ . _U7“ lI.multnn \\ and dud nn -:l)>i|‘l\lllll"K WW) in (I;ist|u.<u.<.<.1_i;l1_ (kn ilyrune - Copy

Appendix 1 lIt \\.L\ \.I1'1'\\\l, .\_i;ed 65 .md his l)CCUP1111()11 \\"ns am auctioneer. lhs

must in dciilh \v.1s ‘disease oi‘ I\I.idd¢r & pn,_<m[L-_ Ch,-<mg¢’_ [H5 $0" \(/i1]mm | \V(,¢,L]

\v.\s present At his dc_11h_

\\'e then looked at each of the children of Ilcnry Hamilton \V0od taking account of

the inforrn;m'0n you already have from the \vill of I Icnry and the index to birth, deaths

and nurriagcs.

William John Watson Woods bom 1875. From tlie gravestone inscription he died in

1876 aged 16 months. In the GRO index Wil]ia_m Woods died on 29 October 1876

aged 1 year. The death was registered in Castlederg.

Henry Irvine Wood born 1877. When his father made his will in 1907 Henry Irvine

was living in San Francisco. Henry Irvine Wood died in the US on 24 September 1958

and is buried in the Soldiers Home National Cemetery, Washington DC. — See

Report of Interment in Appendix 2.

Sarah Eliznhcth W; born 1879. In her father's will in 1907 she was referred to as

Sam]-, Sarah Elizabeth married James Cooper on 7 February 1905 _

. 5%.; .':3“~/‘A m _- _r_ a4 ....A .. ..-.;¢»-.1 I;-inn Bf‘ Ddl\sI\nnb u,._._, ,~ . .

x\“§
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‘P-"><>’ P-~<~1‘~wn\1 $.\r.\l\ la1.».r1»@ni \\@~.»ti ll.1\.l .11 It-.15: mt ful|o\\‘m_1; children:

1_ llvnry liniest Cooper born in (Instledcrg on 24 March l9()(>

ii. ls.1bcll.1_].1nt- Cooper born in Cnstlederg on 23 February 1908

\\'c did not nd the Cooper family in the 1911 Census of Ireland. llowevcr, we note

Iht,llarry Cooper, nephew in New York was the next of kin when Henry Irvine

\Y‘ood died in 1958. This could indicate that the Cooper family also emigrated to the

US. Vile tl'ien__€ourrd the family in the 1925 New York State Census living in Rochester

\Vard 1‘). They had two further Chl.lClICl"l%\'5I.-1§l\2l.!'1(Il liltlgl goi/ni(i>riu€'xe US.]a.mes Cooper

was now working as a grocer. l '

William John Wood born 1884. In the 1911 Census William john Wood and his wife

Florence Clare Wood are living at Main Street Castlcdcrg. They had been married for :1

yea: and had no children. We found the birth of a child Ivy Wood born just after the

census was completed on 24 April 1911 — copy in Appendix 2. This conrms that

Florence Clare’s maiden name was McHugh. We searched for the marriage of \X/illigm

john Wood and Florence Clare McHugh but not find any record. lt\is possib1¢ |



that they did nu: _g-.1 n1an'i¢d br.\"au.sc 01' my (unJ1(,|0|'\.\‘ in lhc l'.nh<-r\ \\'lll |)lll \v<

canm-I cnnfirvn rln.~

In-\""~11\\' 1,]-""‘_ “‘““'l ‘l“‘l “" ll \\\§!\l~*| V711 -ll ( ll$1lL‘\l(‘l"'(’_. .\l1<~ \~.l.~ ~~l)1»\\n ‘\\

nur~m~\L J_\'\\l I0 .m\l her lm.<l\.\m| \\ I \\'\-nd \v.\.~" |wnz\"u\| \\h<-n shy \llL'nl ~ cnpv in

Appendix 2

linur yc.1rs Lltcr \\-lll1.llY\J()hT\ \‘('o0d m.1rricd Sjdlk‘ .\l<.-xandcr on 21 l"cb 1916. SZ1d1Q

was IS }‘c.u's old .1nd \‘€'illi.1m _|uhn was shown as :1 \vidu\vcr —- Copy in Appendix 2.

\\'c found the birLh of two childrcn of \X’illinm john and Sadlc (Image of one is

-attachcd in App;-ndix Z and information on the other from Rootslrcland as image is

not yet J\'J.1lJblL')i

L Uludvs \Y'00d born 19 November 1916, daughter of William] Wood and Sadie

.\l=-xandcr

ii. .\l:u'g.1.rc-! May \X/ood bom 9 May 1918, daughter of William] Wood and Szimh

Alexander.

In the GRO Index we found the following births which appear to be Further children

Wilzmjohn Wood and Sadie Alexander.

ind. bun 14 1920, mother's maiden namc :\lcxm\dcr_



1\ lh/lr \\1>-»_l born I3 ()C(\)(‘f I922, n1nthcr's rnnidcn name .\lcx.1ndcr,

l§i_\_-1\nr'\ill .1.~il¢Jii;1

‘ “ ‘ll’““ \\ "ml lmr“ :4 l“l\ I'll“. Iv\I'll\<I'\ |n.mlin n.mn- .\lr-\.mdcr, l{r1{1.\'lr-rod

< .l\ll\\ll"_|:

HR‘ ‘ll-‘*l.‘~‘ \\"“\l \'-\lY1>\i') burn in l‘)l(r nppuiirs to bu the Miss (llndys (1 \X’0(>d

(‘Q lrrrcd In in the ni-\\"sp-.\pt-r cumng that was :1lt;\Chu<.l to the letter from the l\lli5[Qf

of ( '.|pp.x_i;l1 Church of lrclzind in 1982. I-'rom thc press cutting it llppcrg Lhqf Miss

(ll.1d_\'.< \\'0nd dicd relnuvcly young, i.c. sornctime after hcr F/.1thcr’s death on Z4

Scplcrnbcr 1928 and while hcr mother was still alive. She: was buried in Cappagh. The

1‘\liss \Y/ood who was the subject of the correspondence in 1982 appears to be :1 later

gr-ncrauon and she was using the press cutting to conrrn the existence of :1 family

burying plot in Cappagh. A search of the (PRO Indcx found the death of Gladys

\\‘ood on 4 September 1939 aged 21. The death was registered in Dungannon.

9 .> ‘~~ ~ 1

Emest I-Iyamilton Wood born 1886. Ernest Hamilton Wood emigrated and arrived in

Quebec, Canada on 15 July 1911. He married Lilybcl Darling on 7 October 1914 and

had at least one child Henry Hamilton Wood. lIcn_ry Hamilton Wood was born in

Vancouver on September 1915 and died on 16 February 1996 aged 81., "(£1-rw.-.' 1

‘7\\<.-iv ‘mi/:_l /~ J $55.“. ‘;' »_ _.___ . K ‘ ‘_ 1;»

-- '. 71-,-)'< 57/Pl’ €onl..~1'-.§,, _:_. .| -_ ’J
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. Francis Balfour Wood born 1887. From the information is his faLher’s will it appears

that Francis Balfour Wood may have been in an institution. In the 1901 Census we

found a Woods W F (Woods Francis?) in a school in Rnnelagh, Athlone, Co

\X/cstrneath. However he was shown as 24 years old and Roman Catholic. This may be



l'r..r*.t:~ H.li1\r11r \\‘..-d bu: wc cannix bc gm-u_m_ w¢ ,5; m,( 5,-K1 . ",3 -; g»_~__—__~_<

H11!‘ Mil’ \\|Y|\\l|Ylll1\ I"! I 1 isus.

Bnrricc MI-Id “‘""<1 1“-m lwn Hutrlu .‘-hud \l1L\l ~\ 1‘~ ,\..;.—.:~- 1 -- -,~,

i 1\:I~.~>41_=r*\ »\.\1~~l " \<.\r< 7 \Ck copy in Appendix 2 Sm \-\_Z~ _lk>(_"»l‘l\l .~ L

_mq,<n1ur'.~ ~l.\upl1ur. Her muse of dgxlth was .\b\l(YfT\l_\l inrl_1rnn~_1::-w at

.\uppur.1u\ 1; pcrmm1t1s. l It-r brother \'§'ill1.1m \\.'i>od was prcsunt \\'l'u;n shy J1“;

Albert Edward Wood born 1892. .\lbcrt lidxsnrd nurncd .\l.zr_\' _\ngi~linc _\Icl [ugh [[1

$1 I’;-tt-r’s Church of lrcland in Dublin on Z6 Novcrnbcr 1913 ~ see copy in

Appendix 2. Hc was =1 medical studsnt living at -16 Syngu Stu-ct_ Dublin. .\l;1ry

Angeline 1\lcHugh was a spinstcr living at Main Sn-cct Castlcdcrg. llcr lthcr was

William Md lugh, 21 merchant.

./‘xlbcrt and Mary had :1 son Albert l‘ld\vard \Y/ood bom on 16 May 1914 in

Castlcscssagh, Castlcdcrg — sec copy in Appendix 2. Edward Albert senior was still 21

student in 1914. We do not know if they had any other children.

We then looked at the Griffith's Valuation books for the townland of Castlcsessagh.

This was 2. valuation of all properties in Ireland was started in Co. Dublin in 1847 and

completed in all counties by 1864. A summary version of this valuation, known as the

Primary Valuation or more popularly as G1-ifth’s Valuation after Sir Richard Griffith,

the man appointed Commissioner of Valuation, was published in some 200 \'0lurnr:s

arranged by poo: law union. In ndnilion E3 Sh: nncs of householders and



l.\mlh<~ldn\ llu' \ lluanun nhn prundra Ihc numw nl lhr pcrunn from \\lIn|I| Ill!‘

pr-»pur\ \\ \\ ll-\\\‘\l nlw ‘m\n\\\lu\lc k-|\»snr'_ A drncnpunll uf |h¢ |m>|u ||\. ||~. .u n.|y_|-

Mu} u \ |}\,m.m -~l lnnh (lu lmll .u\\l lln’ l\\||l\l|n_\~_-: lln--r |:\n|<|~~ .||<- \\,\\I_|l\|\

--n1\H~ \1n»L4=Mk ummm._1|lJ;; \1_“l

l".‘x. \.xlu.m\\n nl llh‘ \‘|\\l p.\n.<l\ ull llrnm’ \\‘.\s um\|\lvu-ll m IHMI lml lluru \\.'r|'<' ur-

\\ \“\l lmu.<cl1nl\ll~|‘.\ m ('.|>llc.~1's.<.|_gl\ Al ll\.ll <.l.nc. .\_\ \\ nunl rlnlllruu \\'<>n- lunn m llI|:~

lu\\'nl.1nd tlrmn l<\"ll un\\'.|nls \\'c c\.\nm\c\l lhc \‘.\lu.|t\un R;-\‘|.\'un\ l$lml\s.

Hm n\.\nu_<cn]\t (§nIT|tl\'s \.\lu.mnn l‘\\()l\$ \\‘crc l||\\l.ll\‘kl nu ;| rl-glnln lmsis and ll\L'Sc

l'mnl\s up lo .1193!) .lrc .\\‘;\ll;ll»lc in ll\L‘ l’ul\l|c Rccnrll ()l'l'1Cn' ml‘ Nurthvrn ll'k’l'.\l1Ll

\PR\ \f\'l\_ 'l'hc\' .\rc .\l_\‘<\ .\\'.\il4\lvlc on thc |‘R( YNI \\'L‘l\.\‘llL‘ )3'3y3y |)|;l'|'5~;"|_|vg\y |,[p[u|]|,

'l'hc so-c.1llcd ‘nzmccllcd bunks’ consist nt'm.\m1.<cnpl nmclmuks kcpl lay llic vnlununn

utT|cc and updarn-ll to lnkc account of clmngcs in tcnurc. \Vhcn -.1 change of occupancy

occurred, lhc n.\mc of rhc lusscc or l\uuscl\0ldcr \\.\s u'u.<sul nI'f;1|\d lhc ncw u\vncr’s

n.\mc \\‘f|lh: above 1t, \\'hllc this yc.\r \\':\S nulcd on the right-hand sldc of thc page.

Dillv.-rcnt—col0urcd ink \\'.\s uflun used to \lilTcru1t1';\u' l)ct\vccn years with al key at thc

start of cach book to ldlC;\[L‘ which colour wcm \v1Lh ouch ycur. Thu ycnrs in which

ch-.mgv:s in occupancy took place help to establish signicant dates in family history,

such as dates of dc-nth, sale; or v:mig~r-.m'0n.

In the Valuadon Revision Book VAL/12/B/35/6D 1882-1890 we found that l knry

H Wood look over the wnancy of I farm of nearly 26 acres including hnusc, ufccs

Nd A V .O wllnt Robt Hetrphill. The landlord was [hr linrl



tn‘ tI.1stle_~rc\\ .\\'l. In the followizg Valuation Revision Book VAL/12/B/35/6E 1890-

1914 the priqwrry had be-“I1 pllchased and was now ll’1 the joint nurnt-s of I lunry II

\\‘<><»d .ll\rl\\'r1\_l"l1l\ \\'".».~.|_

\\ C 1,m,\\~ from lmth n1.\rn;\ge records fur Henry l|;\|'ni][4;n \X/(,,,d that his fmh was

tallc-.1 l lenry \‘4\>Od_ .1 tanner. \‘L'e also know from l lenry l lamilt0n's will that he had a

brother l:l‘.\l\C1S and that l"r.mcis had n daughter Margaret. We searched the 19!)!

census and found :1 Francis Purcell \X/nods aged 52 living with his wife and two

children in Main Street (Iastlederg. llc was a Branch Bank Manager but he was shown

as born in the US. \Ve did not nd this Family in the 1911 census. This does not

appear to be the brother of I lenry llnmilton Wo()d.

ln a further search of the 1901 census we found Francis Woods aged 60 in the

townland of ‘Meenmossague’ Glebe, Clunahill, C0 Tyrone. He was born in C0

Tyrone. His wife was _]anc also aged 60 and born in Co Fermanagh. Francis andjane

had three children the youngest being a daughter Margaret aged 22.

In the 1911 census Francis and _]ane and their son and two daughters were scill living

in Mcenmossogue Glebe. They had been married for 52 years. They had 8 children

born alive but only three were still alive. Hugh Marshall, a brother-in-law of Francis

Woods, also lived with them. A search of the GRO index found that Francis Woods

 *waerruniedinI.isnaskeg Co Fermanagh on 10 May 1859.



\X’e then searched and found the will of Frandl Woods Of hleenrnossogue Lack, Co

Tyrone - copy in App¢IIdiX 3. He died on lujanuiu-y 1917. In his will he mcntioncd

a brother ‘l'l1on1a.<. =1 ~‘“‘“" M-"T _la1nt- Noble and Al m-pln-\v Thomas Woods. There was

no mention ("'11 l3""l1\‘f llenry and at this stage we could not be certain that this was

the brother ll ll¢‘Y\I'}‘ |l2l1ll[() \Vood. We examined the death record of Francis —

copy in Appendix Z. llc was X2 years old and u widower. llis place ()F dmgh “I35

§hO\\' as ‘Mccnn1os$.\gl1’.

In a Further search of the PRONI Will Calendar we found a will of I Ienry Woods of

Met-nmossogue who died on 19 October 189‘) — copy in Appendix 3. We examined

this will in PRONI and in the will he mentioned his sons Heiiry, Franeis, lrvi-ne,jo'hnWe
. l Ll-Q: H3 .

James in New Zealand, and 'l§iomas in léarrison. lle also mentioned daughters Mary

Jane Noble and Anne Eliza Craivford. It appeared this could be the father of Francis

\Vo0ds of Meenmossogue and possibly the father ofl lenry Hamilton \Y/ood.

We then examined the will of your ancestor Henry Hamilton Wood and related papers

in PRONI. (We note that you already have a transcribed copy of this will) The will was

not probated until 1926 and an afdavit by his son Ernest Harnilton Wood explains

the reason for this — copy in Appendix 3. Although Ernest was an executor of the

will he was living in Canada and he had authorised his mother Sarah Wood to ‘extract

a grant’ on his behalf but Sarah Wood, wife of Henry Hamilton Wood, had died on or

about ljanuary 1921 before probate was completed. (In the GRO Index Sarah Wood

14 August 1920) The documents also included :1 typed copy of Henry| in Appendbc 3. Section 6 of the will was the bequest ‘to my



111L‘CL‘ I\Iar;1_.\rtt \\'ood younger daughter of my brother l"'rancis of l\Ieeni'm>ss:u;l1’. This

\\.1.< H‘|‘1]\rH'l.H‘|I as the (‘*‘P§' "F111? Will which you have spelled the to\\'nl.1nd name as

-_\k.UH.__\.H_Q}1‘_ ‘this Sl\1)\\':~‘ that the (\)\\'I1l£ltl of l\Iecmnossogue is S()1L.‘[lIT\c,<, $p,_~1]cd

\1t~t1i1i\\>ss.1_q,l1- \\ C b€liC\'e this conrrns that Francis \X/oods of

.\lt»eiii11<>ss<\_u11¢/Mk‘&‘I111\<)ss.13_;l1
is [hp brother of your ancestor [lcnry llarnilton

\\'<><»ti_ .'\1cCI110$s<wguc/l\Iecnn1ossngh is a townland in the civil parish of Longfield

\\'¢$r_ (Yo 'l‘}"rone.

Finally, we examined the death record of Henry Woods — copy in Appendix 2. This

shows that he was a widower aged 95 years and that he died in the townland of

lleenmossogue on 19 October 1899. His occupation was a farmer. We believe this

conrms beyond doubt that this Henry Woods was the father of your ancestor Henry

Harnilton Wood.

Conclusion

We are pleased to report that We have found a considerable amount of inforrnation on

your ancestor Henry Hamilton Wood and his family. In particular we have found that

he had four brothers, Francis, Irvine, john James in New Zealand, and Thomas in

Garrison. He also had two sisters Maryjane Noble and Anne Eliza Crawford.


