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I rather think this is a terrific idea and I'm very happy to be able to take it.

I felt like I was born in Dubbo on the front in 1928. My parents had gone there because the only job my father could get at the time would cause an early depression was playing the piano for the silent movies at Dubbo.

They had a theatre and they also had an open air cinema where people sat in deck chairs in the summertime to watch the movie in the open air. Now not long after that the talkies came in which was when they added sound to the film. So there was no need anymore for a piano player. So we came back to Sydney where my mother's mother my nan your great great grandmother had bought a little shop and put my parents in there to work.

Now my dad was out every night playing the piano and my mother used to have to lock the woodstove at night and give us our dinner and bath us put us to bed and then she'd go into the shop where she used to weigh up bags of sugar and butter came in boxes and she used to have to cut the butter wrap it up in paper and then put it in the icebox. There was no there were no refrigerators then either. And she worked very hard and she looked after very well. She made all our clothes for us. And at that time. During the Depression there was very little money about. So she used to pick the bags that the flour. Came in and the. It was something else just the flour bags anyway. And she used to boil them up in the clover and stitched them together and make sheets for our beds and she made our underwear out of the same bags. And she was really very special. So I had lots of cousins and I played every afternoon after school with all my cousins. My mother had five sisters and three brothers and we all live close. To each other in those days people didn't move about the country a great deal they just. Stayed with their families in the area where they were born. Transport has made a big difference like aeroplanes. And. Ships. I went to school at Fairfield public school right through from kindergarten to six and I was always known as the best reader in the school and whenever there was any special function on Anzac Day or the Queen's birthday I would be the one standing up on the stage at the picture show reading something special that the headmaster had chosen. And I could sing and

I've just enjoyed myself. I wasn't a noisy child I used to love to read a lot and I still like to read a lot but then when you when you're small like that you don't realise what life is like when it's. Hard. Work for Your Parents.

My dad always had a car. He needed that because of going out at night to play the piano for dances and balls and people's weddings and he also played the organ at church. So he was really very talented. And on some days that was the day he gave to my mother and he'd take us all somewhere for the day. Gave a man of a beach or we'd go for a drive round Castle Hill. In those days there were very few houses out there it was all lots of paddocks and cows and and orchards out that way and the beaches were always fairly empty and we'd take sandwiches with us and we can buy some boiling water somewhere. There'll always be a little shop by the beach. We could go by boiling water for your tea and we'd have soft drinks with some fruit. And it was. As I said before it was a really happy time. And. Quite different from the way people live these days.

So I hope this is enough for you Robert. I'd like to talk to you another time and tell me more details about everything and show photos that I have. When I was a child and. I had two brothers

So that I'd be a happy time the next time he came down to visit us not to do that with him wife and found rather.

