PO Box 18
Berowra Heights, NSW 2082

02 9456 4007

gws@pacific.net.au
19 December 2007

The Director – Honours & Awards

Defence Service Centre

Locked Bag 2003

Cooma NSW 2630

Re: VX78061, VP27310 – STEVENS Richard William

Dear Director,

Enclosed are photographs of what the widow of my late brother Dick (R W Stevens) believes to be Dick’s medal group. I have doubts about some of these, and as the group will ultimately go to Dick’s only grandson, I think that to avoid any future embarassment, the group composition should be corrected sooner rather than later.

I have numbered each image, and commented below. Any comments you may care to make will be appreciated.

1. 2. 3. 6. All correct.

4. Probably correct, but I am not sure about the 2 bars. Dick certainly was with BCOF in Japan as VP27310.

5. Is correct but the oak leaf worries me. I thought that the oak leaf was the symbol for M.I.D., and to the best of my knowledge, Dick was not awarded this honour.

7 and 9 really worry me. I was in Korea and I am certain Dick was never there. This is confirmed by looking at www.koreanroll.gov.au. My name is there but Dick’s is not.

8. The Australian Service Medal 1945 – 1975 (4 above) has been mounted in the wrong place. In this group it should come immediately after the Australian Service Medal 1939 – 1945.
10. 11. 12. 13. 14 and 15 are all I believe unofficial medals and should not be grouped with the official medals, especially if worn on official occasions.
I understand that it will take time to investigate this, and that a response from you may not be forthcoming for some months. There is however no sense of urgency for a response.
Sincerely,

George Stevens
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