11/6/08
Hi Chris,

Re our previous correspondence and discussion about Dick’s medal collection, enclosed is a copy of a letter which I have received in response to my enquiry about eligibility. As you will see, the situation is largely as I suspected.

If you look at the Department of Defence letter dated 3 June 2008, you will see the list of  official medals that Dick was entitled to wear. Alongside each I have printed in red ink the numbers that refer to the coloured photos provided initially by Dawn. There is one exception to this, and that is the Australian Defence Medal. This was only introduced a few years ago, a long time after Dick’s death, but back dated to 3 September 1945.

To get this medal you will need to do apply on the prescribed form. To get a blank form do one of the following. Either contact the local RSL sub branch office (probably your best bet is 48 The Boulevarde Toronto, PO Box 437, 2283 phone 4959 0408, or the secretary R Mitcherson 0408 205 481) or the Department of Defence (contact details on their letter attached).
If you would like to see what this medal looks like and what it is all about, go to www.defence.gov.au/dpe/ At the right hand side of the screen, click on Honours and Awards. Then scroll down to “Information about the Australian Defence Medal”, and click on this.
Now if you look at the existing group of fourteen medals, the five which I have identified in red ink are official and Dick was entitled to wear. There is no question, he earned them. However, the oak leaf clasp on number 5, the War Medal 1939-45 is a minor bravery award of Mentioned in Desparches (MID), and Dick was not awarded this. This oak leaf should be removed. These five, plus the ADM mentioned above should be remounted and worn by you or Amy or Ben at appropriate occasions.Of the remaining nine, numbers 8 and 9 the Korean Medal and the UN Medal Korea respectively and number 1 the 1939-45 Defence Medal  are official but he was not entitled to wear and should be completely removed from the group. Dick did not serve in Korea at any time. The other six namely numbers 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 and 15 are all unofficial medals and should not be worn as part of an official group. However, I can see no objection to these six being mounted as a group and worn by you or Amy or Ben under the official group on occasions such as Anzac Day etc. This is a fairly common practice such as the Rats of Tobruk badge as one example.
I would bet London to a brick that Dick had absolutely no thought of cheating, and that he genuinely believed he was entitled to wear all of these medals. However, as I said previously, looking to the future I would not want to see you or Amy or Ben embarassed in the event that some nit-picking old pedant like me spotted the anomalies and called the wearer to account.
So, you have the following options. One is to do nothing. Just put the medals in a drawer and give them to Amy or Ben’s grandchildren. Another is to do as I am suggesting. Whatever you decide, please don’t throw or give them away because they are part of your family history.
All of this is predicated on the assumption that Dawn has sent the medals to you as she said she would. If you have not received tham, do make a point of asking for them – they are yours!

There is one thing you might consider doing for me. In the event you decide to break up the existing group and reconstitute the items into the two suggested groups, this will leave the three official but not entitled items (numbers 1, 8 and 9) and the oak leaf. If you don’t want to keep them, I would like to have them please. In days gone by I used to collect war medals as a hobby. Recently I picked up a War Medal 1939-45 (number 5) in a second hand shop, and now in my dotage I am thinking of starting again. If nothing else, a hobby such as this keeps me out of the pubs and clubs, away from the pokies, and free of the clutches of loose women.
Best wishes to you all,

(Uncle) George  

