Lﬂe on an Austr'zhan island,

A Mmost interesting lotter Mas artived from
one of our Australian members. She lives on
an island. How she reached the island, and
the birds to be seen there, are excellontly de-
scribedin the message. Her reasons for not en-

< Wsting reernits as Proniised are 'quite zoad.
and Uacle Toby is looking forward to receiv-
ing sol‘ne Asm‘mtmos 11<;mf\1dl>ournea Read,
now, the welcomo epistle from the Aphpodes
Licht House Station, Cliffy Islend, /
Victoria, Australia, Jan. 14 e

Dear Uncle Toby,—My friend, Ena \Iatthew
received the W ‘elsl\ Chronicle ™ in which
my loetter was published, and she sent it on
to me. was very plmea-d to see it in the
Correr, and T hope T will he able to sce this
one, t00.

Ynu will be wondering why T have not sent
“in 1y recruiting paper before this. Well, T

" have not becn nb{e to get ona- member veb
but you will be ablo to understand why when

I ﬁ\pl.un When T last wrete to vou we did

not know that wo were likely to be shifting,

but a few \\Cf‘ks after we got notice to move

Clifty Island ' Light House Station. We

‘left (":po Schanck on July 14, and landed
on Cliffy on July 17, after a rough trip of

two days on the Government steamer Lady

Loch. Sho ecalled at Dromana (a smail sea-

pore on tln xmlth-nht side of Port Phillip Bay)

for 2,35 .p.m. on July 15. We then
went’ r fo Queen’s cliff and picked up two

families, and then went ous.eif Port Phillipy

Hoeads at-six_o’elock. Weo sheltered in a bay

for one day and two m::,hts, where we saw an

engineer do some intoresting work on an

island, which was lit by a self-attending light.

Two families landed on Wilson’s Promontorv
(the most souther oint in Australia), and
our island is abou miles north-east of it.
This is a very po and indeod, as there is
no vegetation on it pt for odd patches of
pig-tace growing on ¥HIS big rock. There are
three families of ug, two' assistants and theiz
wives, and my .nhm, mother, brother, and
“myself. So now perbaps you will net wonder
why T have not been able 1o ot any members

go far.

wreeeivad. the recruiting papers and
interesting littlo booklet seme time after we
came here, and I thank you very much, Uncle
q‘) I\
We- expect to.leave here in a few H. y5, SO
I will do my best to get some memboers for
Cthe P B S At saon as T reschMelbourne, Noi
rmany. birds visit here, but more than [ ‘ex-
. pected, considering emﬂm( “a*e no trees -for
thom to build or perch in. OF conrso t‘lern,
are séa birds, such as Shags,. Molly-hawks,
Sea-gulls, and Red& bills. = There have been a
“few Ground- larks here aver since we came,]
aud they have nested and hatched young
ones; | am sure, but we cannot find their

nes a few of each, \\-':ulow% White-
amdmgs, “Paw:tails, andy

Mm wisit us for a short time.
I often v d.LCh them cageh the fies on the wall
‘end T give them tbs, which . they fake
geadity.  Muttonshirds are birds wlnch nest
in burrows or hole the ground. Tt is said
that they all nest on November 25. Waell,
we watched them this year and this is “hat
‘e noticed. They all came here early in
- November and made their burrows and ther
went away, but they did not all come back on
the one day, althongh very many did. They
h: ‘about heére ever since—that is to

¥y nd off, because they mostly nest in
the three neighbouring islands, where they
are not mstnrbed 'll~e_v do not make a nest,
but just 1 lay their one egg on the floor of their
burrow. Father and m?r brother found several
nests and they brought ~om£ s home to
see- whnav they were Ill\e, an: ﬁg found that
they were exactly iike a duck egg, both out
snd inside. ~fhere ave men employed to go
and gather them off the islands in Western
Port Ba) and they are then sold to the
factories.  The sea was black with mmtton
birds yesterday morning while they were
rottmrr their breakfasts,

\\'ell Uncle Toby, my letter will be getiing
too loug,, so had better say good- bye for this
time. Hoping you are well, “and 1'also wish
vou a very lm npy New Xem, if T am not too
Fate.—T vemain, vour liftle nige
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